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A ee FROK pase PRESIDENT 


The monet bites of forming an Australia-wide 
entomological society has been debated for many years. Interest 
increased about three years ago, an intensive enquiry was initiated, 
and the Australian Entomological Society was established at a\ 
meeting held in Hobart in August, 1965. It has received the f 
approval of many entomologists in Australia and the blessing of the 
existing Societies in the same field. 


The establishment of a new scientific society carries 
heavy responsibilities, which rest, not only on the Officers and 
Council, byt on the whole body of members. 


Its first duty is to acquire wealth. I+ must set 
its subscription rate at a level that will ensure maintenance 
of essential basic activities = management, communication, 
publication - but it must do much more if it-is to rise above 
mediocrity, and everything it does costs money. Governmental 
aid cannot be expected, at least in the difficult formative 
years, so it is necessary to depend heavily on the generosity 
of benevolent individuals and organisations, This is a field 
that we must explore fully. 


. Its second duty, and the one that justifies the first, 
is to maintain the highest attainable standards of excellence in 
everything, big or little, that it does, Admittedly, we must 
learn to walk before we try to run = the Provisional Constitution 
has been framed with that fact clearly in mind - but we should 
always be attempting to achieve something that seems, at the 
moment, beyond our capasity. To do less would risk the dull 
failure of mediocrity, and that is a prospect that cannot be 
faced. Much wisdom and good judgement will be needed to 

achieve a sound balance here. 


Thirdly, it must have a clear central purpose and 
source of inspiration. Here I have strong opinions. Scholarship, 
more than wealth or technical inventiveness, is an attribute 
that distinguishes civilized from uncivilized communities. It 
is an intangible, but very precious, asset. Moreover, the first 
duty of a scientist in any field is to pay the debt he owes to 
those who went before, by adding to knowledge and understanding- 
that is, to true scholarship = within his discipline. The 
approach to any aspect of the study of insects can be scholarly, 
so our primary aim as a Society should be to raise and widen the 
entomological peak in the graph. That would contribute more to 
‘our stature in the community, and to the stature of our community 
as a whole, than anything else we could do. 


Finally, a scientific soclety should exist, not for what 
it can get, but for what it can give. let us, therefore, not be 
exclusive, not compete. Rather let us share what we may have, and . 
try to draw all other bodies with similar interests and aspirations 
into a common fellowship of endeavour, so that our discipline may 
advance on the broadest possible front. 


If we do all these things, and do them well, we cannot 
fail 


I.M. Mackerras 
November, 1965, 


EDITORIAL 


- The Australian Entomological Society was established on 
17th August, 1965, at a meeting of entomologists from all States and 
the A.C.T. held in association with the Hobart meeting of ANZAAS. — 
The objects of the Society are the advancement and dissemination of _ 
entomological knowledge in all its aspects. ea but not 
exclusively, in relation to the Australian fauna, 


It is proposed to publish a Journal (annual volumes, issued 
initially in two parts at six-monthly intervals) as soon as the appropr- 
iate business arrangements can be made, and to circulate a quarterly 
News Bulletin to members and affiliated Societies, of which this is 
the first. 


The aim of the News Bulletin is to keep members informed 
of events of interest in the entomological world. 


We would like you to use the Bulletin to let others kmow 
shat you are doing, where you are going, and what your interests are. 
Progress in your work is of interest to everyone and this Bulletin is 
the means of letting others know about it. If you have any hobby- — 
horses to ride, perhaps a letter to the Editor might not be out of 
place; you may make some small but interesting discovery which is 
not worthy of full-scale publication in a journal - this Bulletin 
would be the place to put it so that others will know about it. 
Requests. for. material and information for use in research being 
carried out within Australia will also be considered, but it is | 
essential for us to know the nature of the research involved. 
Remember that even things which are commonplace and well known 
to you may be of interest to someone somewhere else. 


Suggestions for improving the bulletin and EL it 
more useful to members will always be welcomed. 
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Authors please note th:t this Bulletin should not include 
insect names or name changes which have not previously been published, 


FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THe SOCIETY 


The first Annual General Meeting of the Society will be 
held in association with the Melbourne Meeting of ANZAAS in January, 
1967, and will include scientific as well as business sessions. 


The form which the meetings will take will need to be 
discussed. Should we hold entomological sessions im our own 
time before or after the ANZAAS Congress? Should we hold them 
during the Congress but after Congress hours? Ow, should we hold them 
concurrently with the ANZAAS sessions, either separately or as an 
integral part of the ANZAAS programme? Also, we must decide on 
the form of the sessions. Are they to be in the form of symposia 
on selected topics and, if so, what sort of topics do you suggest? 
How big should the entomological programme be? The answers to these 
and other questions need to be decided upon quite soon, so that the 
organizers of the Congress can have enough time to make arrangements 
for our needs. Please let the Secretary have your views and ideas 
for our first Annual General eadeiat 


NEW MEMBERS 


Q' ld. Curtis, Miss S.Ro, c/- Department of BRST ea University 


of Ruseneiandy Sto Iucia, Brisbane. 


Perkins, Mr. Bedoy 93 Bellevue Terrace, Clayfield, 


N.SoWo Greening, Mr. H.G., 30 The Park, Parramatta. 
Shanahan, Dr. G.J., Division of Soience Services, P.M.B. 10, 
Rydalmere, ’ 

AvGaly Calaby, Mr. JoH., C/- Division of Wildlife Research, 6.3. I.RoOo5 


Box 109, City, Canberra. 


T.P.N.G. Stevens, Miss R., C/~ Department Agriculture Stock and Fisheries, 
Konedobu, Papua. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


N.SoWo French, Mr>o J.RoJo, /~ 96 Harrington Street, Sydney. 
A.GoT. Oldham, Mr. W.H., 14 Willeock Place, Curtin. 
VIC. Griffin-Warwicks, Dr. D., "Myrnion”, Kent Road, Hamilton. 


STRALIA 


GOOD WISHES FROM ENTOMOLOGICAL SOOIETY OF AU N.S.We) 


Our president has received a letter from the Secretary of 
the Entomological Society of Australia (N.S.W.) saying "Council has 
asked me to wish you every possible success in the future with the 
development of the Australian Entomological Socisty”. 


Our thanks go to that Society for their good wishes ani 
we look forward to happy years of fruitful cooperation. 


75TH ANNIVERSARY ~ ENTOMOLOGY BRANCH, — 
NEW SOUTH WALES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


, This year marks the 75th Anniversary of the establishment 
of the N.S.W. Department of Agriculture and from its inception the 
Entomology Branch has had an integral place in this Department. The 
decision to establish a Department of Agriculture was made inter alia, 
" ooo that the Government should be well informed and advised as to all 
matters affecting the general interests of ths commmity so az to be 
prepared to take action necessary for the national welfare in matters 
relating to pests — animal, insect and fungoid = which affect cereals, 
vines and other crops". To give effect to the entomological aspects 
referred to in the Minister's preamble, Mr. A. Sidney Olliff, F.E.S., 
entomologist to the Museum, was appointed in charge of the newly formed 
Entomological Branch in 1890, By 1891 it was stated that ®,.0cco00eco 
scientific staff is now thoreughly organized and now has complste 
laboratories suited for original research" and that “insects were being 
satisfactorily investigated and numbers already collected", 


Olliff unfortunately died, still a young man, in 1895 and 
was followed by Claude N. Fuller as Government Entomologist. Fuller 
remained only 1 year and later had a distinguished career in Western 
Australia and South Africa. 


- Walter W. Froggatt then took up the reins and directed the 
affairs of the Branch in a vigorous fashion from 1896 to 1923. The 
Froggatt period was remarkable for the great volume of published material 
in a wide variety of entomological and natural history subjects and for 
his extensive collection and classification of a variety of native and 
introduced entomological material. A great deal of enquiry was also 


directed into the life history of many pest insects. 


William B. Gurney succeeded Froggatt in 1923. During 
his term, graduate Departmental trainees ~zan to flow into the 
Department and this resulted in a stimulation in research activity 
in applied entomology using improved methods of experimentation. 
During Gurney’s time the Entomology Branch moved into new 
laboratories in the Department's building in Farrer Place and 
secured a well equipped quarantine insectary in the Botanic Gardens, 


Timothy McCarthy assumed office on the death of Gurney in 
1939 and occupied the position of Chief Entomologist until his own 
death in 1952. During the difficult war years, the Branch suffered 
serious depletion of staff due to enlistment in Army units concerned 
with entomological aspects of medical problems, and to secondment to 
special duties in connection with a drive for increased food 
production for the Armed Forces. During McCarthy's regime, the 
Pest Destroyers Act, 1945 (N.S.W.) was passed and this Act, designed 
to ensure the safe and effective use of pesticides, became a major 
responsibility of the Entomology Branch. — 


Stuart L. Allman succeeded McCarthy and during his 
administration the staff grew to a total of 17 entomologists, 2 
‘entomological assistants, and several field and laboratory assistants. 
The outstanding developments in this period were the initiation and 
highly successful conduct of an eradication experiment against the 


Argentine ant, the development of new strategies against the 
Australian plague locust and revolutionary improvements in the control 


of Queensland fruit fly. During his time the Branch moved to premises 
at Rydalmere with much improved laboratory and glasshouse facilities. 


on Alliman's retirement im 1963, P.C. Hely was promoted to the 
position of Chief Entomologist. 


VISITORS TO AUSTRALIA 


Mr. J.A. Grant, British Museum (Natural History), Londen: arriving Western 
Australia mid-December, 1965, leaving March, 1966; field collecting in 
all States, particularly Hemiptera, on behalf of the BoM. and C.S.I.R.0. 


Professor O.W. Richards, Imperial College, University of London: visit to 
Australia 20th November, 1965 ~ 14th January, 1966, sponsored by the 
Australian Academy of Science; interested in current entomological research, 
in Australian fauna and flora, in field work on the Masaridae, and certain 
groups of Diptera, Neuroptera, etc. 


Dr. MoJ. Richards (nee Norris), Anti~Locust Research Centre, London: 
visiting Australia with her husband, Professor Richards; interested in 
research on the Australian Plague Locust. 
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Mr. BoB, Given, leader, Bislogical Control Section, D.S Io, Nelson, 
New Zealand: visiting Australia 11th September, 1965 — 19th November, 
1965; interested in biological control projects: Sydney, 11th-23rd 
September; Canberra 23rd September-—5th October; Melbourne, Adelaide, 
Hobart, 5th Octeber-lst November; Canberra 1st November-13th November 
including a visit te Brisbane; Sydney 13th-19th November. 


Dr. Paul Oman, Assistant Director, Entomology Research Division, U.S.D.A., 
Beltsville, U.S.A: visiting Australia 4th November-17th November, 19653 
Canberra about one week from 7th November. 


Dre 5. Pradhan, Head, Division of Entomology, Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute, New Delhi, India: visiting Australia 25th November—7th 
December, 1965; Canberra (25th November to 1st December ) 3 Adelaide 

(1st December-4th December); Sydney (Ath December to Tth December). 


Professor K.G. Swenson, Oregon State University, U.S.A.3 visiting 
Canberra 31st Octeber—Ath November, 1965. 


Dr. J.A.L. Watson and Dr, A.C.S. Crossley, each spending two years at 
Division of Entomology, C.S.1.R.0., Canberra from early January, 1966, 
as Queen Elizabeth Fellows. 


Mr. SeH. Christian, Malaria School, Kundiawa, T.P.N.G. is spending 
weeks leave at Woody Point, Queensland. He returns to Kundiawa 
on 18th November. 


OVERSEAS VISITS BY AUSTRALIAN ENTOMOLOGISTS 
A TLL 


Dro D.F. Waterhouse, for about 4 weeks during October, 1965, will be 

attending F.A.0. conference on pest resistance to pesticides and then 
a@ symposium on integrated pest control, beth at Rome, he will return 

to Australia via United Kingdom and Hawaii, 


Mr. SW. Bailey, is visiting the Pest Infestation Laboratory, Slough, 
England, to work for about 2 years on stored products pests; he left 


& 
Sydney 16th October, 1965. 


Dr. G.F. Bornemissza, left Australia on 6th September, 1965, and is 


visiting several Pacific areas SapayenS insects, especially beetles, 
which may assist in the control of Buffalo Fly in northern Australia. 


Mr. G.J. Snowball, left Australia 1st September, 1965 to visit U.S.Ao, 
Britain, West Indies and South Africa on biological control of insect 
pests; he will be returning in July, 1966. 


Mr. I.F.Be Common, is leaving Australia 26th December, 1965, to spend 
six months at the British Museum (Natural History) and museums on the 
Continent, studying the types of Australian Lepidoptera; he will return 
via U.S.A. in August, 1966. 
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Dr. R.H. Wharton will be attending a W.H.O. Filariasis Seminar as a 
consultant from 18th November—l0th December. This will be the first 
W.H.O. Seminar on filariasis and will cover the south-east Asian and 
Pacific Island territories. He expects to return to Brisbane via 
Thailand and Malaysia where he will be inspecting cattle for a brief 
survey of the cattle tick situation in these countries, as well as in 
the Philippines, where the W.H.O. Seminar is to be held. 


Dr. G.H.S. Hooper, Lecturer in Entomology at the University of Queensland, 
was selected to represent Australia at a meeting "The Use of Radioisotopes 
in Entomology" sponsored jointly by the Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation (F.A.0.) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (I.A.E.A. ) 
both of which are United Nations agencies. Twenty member nations of 
F.A.O. were each invited to nominates one participant. Their 
representatives are attending a course on Radioisotepss in Entomology, 
conducted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture at the University of 
Florida at Gainesville from 4th October until 26tn November, 1965. 

Dr. Hooper left Brisbane on 30th September and visited briefly the 
University of California at Riverside and at Berkeley en route to the 
course. 


Miss Joan Bryan, formerly on the staff of the Malaria School, 

Kundiawa, T.P.N.G., is working at the Ross Institute of Tropical Hygiene, 
London, under Professor G. Macdonald, on development of a method of 
storing mosquito eggs for long periods at low temperatures. 


Miss Elizabeth Exley has been granted study leave from the University 

of Queensland in 1966. She will divide her time between study of 

bees of the group Euryglossinae and investigation ef courses given 

in as many institutions that teach Entomology as possible. For the 
first few months, she will be with Pref. C.D. Michener (a world authority 
on bees) at the University of Kansas, U.S.Aoy then will visit American 
universities and museums and will travel to Britain to examine type 
specimens at the British Museum (Natural Histery). She hopes to attend 
the first annual meeting of the Australian Entomological Society in 
Melbourne in 1967 on her way home, 


AUSTRALIAN AND OVERSEAS ENTOMOLOGISTS VISITING THE TERRITORY OF PAPUA OF 


NEW GUINEA 


Mr. FJ. Gay, Principal Research officer with the Entomology Division, 
C.S.1.R.0. Canberra, visited Papua and New Guinea in August-September. 
He spent a fortnight in the Territory advising the Department of Forests 
on termite control. 
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Professor David H. Kistner (Department of Biology, Chico State College, 
Chico, California, U.S.A.) arrived in the Territory in the second half 

of October for a visit of four weeks. He spent two days in Port Moresby 
visiting the Entomological Laboratery of the Department of Agriculture, 
Stock and Fisheries and the Papua and New Guinea Public Museum and Art 
Gallery. Then he proceeded to suisnep Museum Field Station, Wau (Morobe 
District of New Guinea) where he began to collect Staphylinidae, mainly 
myrmecophilous and termi tophileus species. 


Professor Paul R. Ehriich will arrive in Port Moresby on the 4th 
November, 1965, He is Professor of Entomology and Curator of Insects 

at Stanford University (California, U.S.) Dr. Ehrlich will stay four 

days in Port Moresby during which time he will collect Lepidoptera 
(mainly butterflies) in the Brown River area and in the Astrolabe Range. 
During his stay here he will address the Papua and New Guinea Scientific 
Society (at a general meeting of the Society to be held on the 4th 
November) on the subject: “Numerical Taxonomy". Professor Ehrlich will 
proceed from Pert Moresby to the Bishop Museum Field Station, Wau and from 
there he will fly to Eastern, Western Highlands and to the Sepik District 
ef New Guinea, to New Britain and to the British Solomon Islands and will 
return to Sydney in the middle of December, 


Mr, Khan (Postgraduate Student, Pakistan) and Mr. Banai (Graduate Student, 
Thailand) of the Genetics Laboratory, Department of Zoology, University of 
dusensland, St. Lueia, will visit Port Moresby irom the 20th to the 27th 
November, 1965. wring their stay nere they will celiect iive Drosephila 
species in the Astrolab- Hangs ch! at the Brown River. 


Mr, Sunthern Sirivanacarn, Dedtebaduate student in is at Honolulu, 
Hawaii (werking now at the Department of Entomelogy of Bernice P. Bishop 
Museum) will arrive in the Territory of Papua and New Guinea on the 

lst December for a stay of 6 months. During this time he will collect 
mosquitoes fer the Bishop Museum in the following localities: Port Waa 
Ksrema, Wau, Goroka, Minj, Madang, Wewak, Maprik, Aitape, Lorengau (Manu 
Kavieng, Rabaul, Jacquinet Bay, Taiasea, Kandrian, ETO REE Lae and 
Pepondetta. 


RETIREMENT OF FREDERICK ATHOL PERKINS 


Frederick Athol Perkins retired from the position of Reader—in- 
Charges of the Department of Entomolegy in February 1965, after over forty 
years' service to the University of Queensland and to Australian entomology. 


: In 1921, after graduating in Agricultural Science from the University 
ef Sydney, Mr. Perkins was appointed to the Entomology Branch of the New 

Seuth Wales Department of Agriculture. In 1922 he joined the staff of the 
University of Queensland as Stanthorpe and District Research Fellow to work 

on the fruit-fly preblem, then extremely serious in the Stanthorpe area. 

After the termination of the fellowship in 1926 he visited Stanthorpe 
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during each leng vacation until 1930 te centinue his fruit-fly 
investigations and published a series of papers on their systematics. 
He very successfully stimulated others to fellew up his work om the 
bislegy, taxonemy, and contrel of these insects, He came to 
Brisbane as lecturer in Entomology in the Department of Biology in 
1926, although he had lectured prior to that time whilst holding 
the Fellowship. Since then he has taught every student in 
Agricultural Science, and most Science students who have studied 
entomology, including all these whe have majored in it; in addition 
most Medical and Medical Science graduates learned medical 
entomology frem him during their course, Entomelogy became a 
separate sub-department im the Faculty ef Agriculture in 1948, 

and in 1952 became the first autonomous Department of Entomelegy 
in any Australian university with Mr. Perkins as Reader~in—Charge. 


Mr. Perkins has been at various times Dean of the Faculty 
of Agriculture, Sub-dean of the Faculty ef Science, Prector, and 
Student Guidance Officer, His wide knowledge of all aspects of the 
University and his personal interest in each individual's preblems 
made him a particularly successful guidance officer, as evidenced 
by the comments of grateful students and their parents. As 
Secretary of the Publications Committee he carried out the 
responsibilities of managing the University Press, in addition to his 
normal teaching activities, and laying a seumd foundation for this 
now greatly expanded undertaking. Amoxg numerous other ways in 
which he served the University was the planning for many years of 
integrated time-tables for Science and related faculties. 


During World War IT he was Officer Commanding, L.H.Q. School 
of Malaria Control and trained many ef the personnel ef Malaria Control 
Units who served in New Guinea. The School was based on his 
department, in which University teaching was not interrupted. 


In 1923 Mr. Perkins was one of the small but enthusiastic 
group who founded the Entomological Society ef Queensland, Australia's 
largest and for many years its only entomological seciety. Since 
its inception the society has met in the Biology Department and later 
in the Entomology Department. Mr. Perkins served for twenty-one years 
on its Council, as honorary secretary for four years, honorary treasurer 
for fourteen years, and as president im 1936. 


He joined the Reyal Seciety of Queensland in 1924 and served 
on its Council for sixteen years, being honorary secretary 1929-37, 
honorary librarian 1938-39, and president in 1944. He is alse a 
past president of ths Queensland Naturalists’ Club. 


As a lasting tribute to his achievement, his students, his 
University and entemolegical colleagues, and his many other friends 
have established the "F.A. Perkins Entomology Prize Fund”, the income 
from which is to be used te award annual prizes to students of 
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Entomolegy. This fund, which has mot closed, stands at over £750. 


It would be difficult to over-estimate the contribution 
Mr, Perkins has made to the pregress of entomology in Queensland. 
His own researches, though interrupted by diverse administrative 
duties, have considerably advanced sur knowledge of several insect 
groups, in particular the Trypetidae amd the Plecoptera. Asa 
teacher of under—graduates and as a menter of graduate students, he 
has influenced generations of enteomelegists. His graduates have 
long been the main-stay of entomolegical research and practice in 
Queensland; others have become authorities in their fields in other 
states and sverseas. From very small beginnings he built up his 
Department te a stage which compares very favourably with that of 
many well-known Departments of Entomology in other countries. 
From such Departments he has attracted, in recent years, numbers of 
professors and postgraduate schelars te werk and study here for a 
tims, previding a mutual stimulus and exchange of ideas that, it is 
to be hoped, will increase even more im the future. Though 
relatively small in number of staff and lacking the boost of 
first year students the Department has developed, under his 
guidance, strong and well balanced final year and postgraduate 
schools. 


The broad foundations he has laid will enable the 
Department to develop along any lines which the growth of the 
Science and the state will require. 


Fully realizing the unique importance of Insects as the 
largest and most successful class of animals, and as man's main 
competitors for food and other resources, Mr. Perkins has always 
recognized that any effective strategy of control must be based 
on a detailed and accurate understanding of the Insects 
themselves, in all their aspects. This is in line with the 
current trend towards “integrated control", utilizing ecological, 
biological, and physiological approaches in control programmes. 
To his insistence on such all-round basic training, side by 
side with the more obviously economic aspects of the subject, 
must in large part be attributed the success of his graduates 
in a wide range of entomological disciplines, both pure and 
applied. Mr. Perkins has encouraged hundreds of students to 
share his own wide interest in Insects and their ways, regarding 
an enthusiasm and even a liking for these animals as an essential 
characteristic of true entomologists, including those whose job 
it is to kill them. 


He has always been ready to help those outside the 
University on entomological matters and has had cordial relations 
with press and broadcasting stations, with local authorities, 
with medical practitioners, naturalists, and many others who have 
asked his advice or sent him specimens for identification. 
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Those of us who have worked with Mr. Perkins as students 
or fellow staff, know and respect him as a true friend, a man of great 
kindness and fairness, always ready to listen to and considez one's 
problems, even-tempered and philosophical, and quietly persistent 
and optimistic in the face of difficulties. We know him too as 
one who has never hesitated to put aside any personal or sectional 
interests to do what he felt was in the best interests of the 
University. (This article was originally published in the 
University of Queensland Gazette). 


FIRST MEETING OF THE VICTORIAN MEMBERS 


A Meeting of Victorian members will be held at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 8th at the Zoology School, University of 
Melbourne. 


CONFERENCE OF COMMONWEALTH AND STATE ENTOMOLOGISTS, 


MELBOURNE, 15TH - 17TH DECEMBER, 1965. 


This Conference will be held at the Victorian Plant 
Research Institute of the Department of Agriculture at Burnley. 


XITITH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ENTOMOLOGY 


The following is an extract from a letter received 
concerning the next International Congress of Entomology. 


"The Academy of Sciences of the USSR and the 
Entomological Society of the USSR have established the 
Organizing Committee of the XIIITH International Congress 
of Entomology. 


President of the Organizing Committee: 
Prof. Dr. G. Ya Bey-Bienko (Zoological Institute, Leningrad W-164). 


Vice President:- Prof. Dr. B.L. Astaurov (Institute 
of Animal Morphology, Moscow W-133, Vavilov Str. 12/2). 


Secretary General:— Dr. M.S. Ghilarov (the same 
Institute). . 


Vice-Secretary general: Dr. BoM. Mamaev (the same 
Institute). 


i4 


Vice-Secretary general: Dr. A.G. Sharev (Palaeontological Institute, 
Moscow W-71, Lenin Av. 33). 


The Congress will be held in August 1968 at the University 
of Moscow and in Institutes of the Academy of Sciences. 


We are preparing plans for excursions after the Congress and 
probably before the Congress too. Our Committee proposes to organize, 
as at previous congresses, not only sectional meetings but also a series 
of symposia. We expect te organize the following symposia. 


als Soil insects and other Arthropods. 

De Insects as plant pollinators. 

35 Plant resistance to insects, mites and nematodes. 

4o Arthropods and natural foci of diseases of man and animals, 
Do The changes of insect fauna in arid zones under the influence 


of human activity. 


All correspondence concerning the XIII-TH Congress of Entomology 
is to be sent to the follewing address: 


Secretary General, 

XITI-TH International Congress of Entomology, 
C/- Institute of Animal Morphelogy, . 
Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.Ro, 

MOSCOW W-133, Vavilov St. 12/2 

USSR. ™ 


SEARCH FOR PREDATORY MITES. 


Twelve months in 1964/65 were spent in western Europe and 
Morecce searching for predatory mites which could be useful in assisting 
in the biological control of the lucerne flea, Sminthurus viridis 
(Collembola), in southern Australia. Two very active predators were 
found, both mites, one of the family Bdellidae and one of the family 
Anystidaes. 18,000 of each were collected, and of these, some 10-12,000 
were released in May-July, 1965 on pre-selected sites in Western 
Australia, Active bdellid mites were found up to 40 days after release 
but no offspring have yet been seen. Nothing was seen of the anystid 
mites for nearly four months after release, but om the last inspection 
in October five were found on two of the release sites. ei 


The lucerne flea became established in South Africa in about 
1940 and is now spreading rapidly in the lucerne-clover pastures there. 
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At the moment, we are sending many thousands of predatory bdellid mites 
frem Western Australia in an effort to get them established in South 
Africa. 


I now have a large collection of bdellid and anystid mites 
from southern Australia but should very much like to get specimens 
from northern areas, I wonder if there is any material im museums 
or Department of Agriculture collections and the like which may be 
available fer study? 


M.M.H. Wallace, 
C.S.I.R.0. Laberatory, 
University Grounds, 
Nedlands, W.A. 


A NEW STUDY OF AONIDIELLA AURANTII, THE RED-SCALB 
A A Nn ce eS 
OF CITRUS 


A grant has been received by the Entemology Department 
of the Waite Agricultural Research Institute, University of Adelaide, 
from the Commonwealth Development Bank to enable work te commence on 
what is hoped to be a detailed ecological study of red—scale in South 
Australia, Dr. Rebert Brewer, a former student of Thomas Park at the 
University of Chicago, has been appointed and commenced work on a survey 
of the parasites and predators ef red—-scale in South Australia with a 
view to estimating the efficiency of these insects under special 
circumstances and later, if appropriate, to finding ways of increasing 
their efficiency or of introducing more efficient species, 


Mr. John Willard, a post-graduate student from Canada, is 
studying the mechanisms of dispersal in the scale, including crawling, 
dispersal of beth crawlers and adult females by wind, mechanical 
transport and transport by birds. : : 


AEDES AEGYPTI IN QUEENSLAND 


The recent eccurrence in several Asian countries of 
haemorrhagic fever caused by dengue viruses, and the incrimination 
of Aedes aegypti as the primary vector, has led W.H.0O. to request 
from Australian health authorities information on the present status 
of this mesquite. Through the Queensland Department of Health and 
Medical Services, state and local authority health inspectors are 
collaborating with the Department of Entomology, University of Queensland, 
by collecting specimens for two projects. 


(1) Susceptibility to insecticides (Dr. G.H.S. Hooper). Living 
larvae of A. aegypti are submitted in order that colonies may be established 
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and the strains frem different lecalities tested for susceptibility to 
insecticides. 


(2) Survey of present distribution and seasonal prevalence 

(Dr. E.N. Marks). Adults and larvae are submitted for identification. 
On the basis ef this information density surveys may later be under 
taken in selected localities. 


BITING MIDGE INVESTIGATION IN QUEENSLAND 


The Department of Entomology of the University of Queensland 
has put inte seperation a scheme for the investigation of the biolegy 
of biting midges ("sandflies") (Diptera: Ceratepegonidae) in coastal 
areas. Dr. E.J. Reye has been appeinted as a Research Officer to 
carry out this project. 


Lack of knowledge of these insects has been a stumbling—bleck 
to centre] measures for a leng time — local bedies were, understandably, 
reluctant to bear aleme the cest of acquiring this knowledge, though 
in some of the busier tourist areas the outlay would have paid handsome 
dividends. 


With the increasing tourist trade, expansion of secondary 
industry in ceastal areas and improvement of living standards in other 
respects there has been greater demand for midge control, The present 
scheme is fer an initial period of five years during which the biology 
of pest species will be studied, pilot control projects used to test 
contrel methods, and increasing ecelogical knowledge used to simplify 
beth the metheds ef survey of larval habitats and the means of 
contrelling them with minimal disturbance to associated flora and fauna. 


Local authorities and other bedies have been invited to 
contribute towards the cost of the scheme — the amount is left te their 
discretion but they are given to understand that its application towards 
their own areas will bear a relationship to the contribution and that 
where they specifically request a survey for control purposes they must 
carry the cost of field expenses. 


The response, while not everwhelming, has been satisfactory and 
studies are being made in several areas in south-eastern Queensland where 
local health inspectors and interested citizens are carrying out reutine 
field observations under the supervision of the Department. 
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THE REDISCOVERY OF TWO RARE ANT SPECIES 
BY B.B. Lewery 


1. Teratomyrmex greavesi McAreavey, 1957. Collected in rain forest, 
Mt. Warning, northeastern N.S.W., 2,000', in rotten legs 1.9,1965. 

This bizarre species was first found by Mr. T. Greaves in December 

1942 in the Blackall Range of south Queensland, a common ant in 
residual rain forest. On Mt. Warning, however, it appears to be 

rare; many patches of rain forest were searched, but enly the one colony 
was found. To my knowledge, this is the first recerd of the species 
outside the type lecality. 


2o Another rarity to turn up is the Dacetine species, Orectognathus 
phyllebates Brown, 1957, This was described from a single worker 
taken on foliage in rain forest at Mt. Tamborine. This is the secend 
record of the species, a colony consisting of queen ard 25 workers, 
collected on Blue Knob Mountain, Nightcap Ranges, northeastern N.SoWe, 
in rain forest at about 1200', 14,9.1965. Indications are that the 
species is arboreal, as the colony was feund in a dead branch that had 
recently come dewn from the forest canopy; a cyclone had hit the area 
a couple of weeks earlier. 


Specimens of both species will be deposited in the 
Australian Museum, Sydney and in the C.S.I.R.0. cellections, Canberra. 


References 
McAreavey, J.J. 1957. Revision of the ant genus Stigmacres 


Forel. Mem. Nat. Mus, Viet. 21: 54-56. 


Brown, Wol., Jr. 1957. A supplement te the revisions of the 
Dacetine ant genera Orectognathus and 
Arnoldidris. Psyche 64: 17-290 


RESEARCH MATERIAL WANTED 


Papered specimens, with date, of the Cabbage White 
Butterfly, Pieris rapae, from all States (except Sydney) during all 
months of the year, for studies on seasonal colour variation. 


Papered specimens, with data, of Helechila (Candalides) 


absimilis, H. censimilis amd H. persimilis from eastern Australia » 


(Cairns te SE Victoria) for studies on specific characters. 


JoV. Peters, 


245 Quarry Road, 
RYDE, N.S.W. 
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


One of the methods of achieving the Society's ebjects, as 
stated in the Constitution, is by festering communication and exchange 
of information between membersibetween affiliated Societies, It is to 
be hoped, therefore, that the formation ef the Society will previde a 
substantial stimulus for holding lecal meetings or developing other 
local activities. .Hewever, if continuing unity of the Society is to 
be assured, these activities must, naturally, be in accerd with the 
Constitution, and with general policy as determined by the Executive 
from time to time in consultation with the President and Council. 

The Executive has consequently made the following decisions, in order 
te safeguard this position without interfering in any umnecessary way 
with the freedom of action of local groups. 


1. The appreval of the Executive mist be obtained fer all 
lecal activities that are proposed. 


2. The Regional Councillor will be responsible, in 
consultation with the representative Councillers of any lecal affiliated 
Societies, for erganising general meetings er other activities in his 
region, and must repert te the Secretary on all lecal activities cen- 
cerning the Seciety. 


30 While activities im areas where there are no other 
entemelogical secieties should mot present amy preblem, it is not the 
policy of this Seciety te compete with others, and the Executive will 
consequently approve only of non-competitive activities in centres 
where there are lecal secieties operating im the same field, 


4. The Executive cammet consider fimancial assistance to 
lecal greups from the Seciety's funds, but the Society might 
apprepriately cemsider this question after its Journal is established 
en a sound financial basis. 


DEATH OF W.J.S. SLOAN 


The death of Mr. W.J.S, Slean, Director General of the 
Queenslamd Department ef Primary Industries, at the age of 53, meant 
a great less to his Department and to the Primary Industries of: 
Queensland. ~ 


- Stuart Sleam, am open scholarship holder, and an old-boy of 
the Brisbane Grammar School, attained the degree of B.Agr. Sc., with 
first class honours in 1934 and joined the Department as an Entomologist . 
stationed at Reckhampten. Although concerned, alse, with pests of 
sub-trepical fruits, tematees, and grain sorghum, his main interest lay 
with insect pests of cotton. He gained his M.Agr.Sc. in 1943 which was 
supported by a thesis on Heliothis in cotton. 
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He always maintained a lively interest in the economic 
aspects ef Entemology and made many firm friends among the farming 
community in the Central District of Queensland. 


After his transfer to Brisbane in 1945 he became an 
active officer of the Entomelegical Seciety of Queensland, which he 
had joimed as a student member in 1932. He spent three years as a 
Counciller from 1946 and was President in 1947 delivering his 
Presidential address titled "Plant Pest Relationships as Influenced 
by Humus Comtenmt of Soil", He was a great exponent ef the principles 
and theories ef Sir John Howard, 


Although he directed his beundless energies towards 
Departmental administration after returning to Brisbane in 1945, he 
always maintained a lively interest in the entomolegical preblems 
ef the State. Following his discovery of strong colonies of 
Embieptera on the bark of brigalow trees throughout the Fitzroy Basin 
seon after taking up duties at Reckhampton and with memories of searches 
for these insects as a student he maintained a constant interest and 
later recorded them on many street trees reese the suburbs and 
city area of Brisbane. 


PERSONAL NOTES 


Mr. Terry Bourke resigned from the Entomelegy Branch of 
the N.S.W. Department ef Agriculture in Jums to take up an appointment 
with the Department of Agriculture, Stock and Fisheries at Popendetta, 
Papua, New Guinea. Mr. Bourke was stationed at Graman in north-west 
New South Wales for several years with field laberatory facilities and 
with a special assignment te investigate the bielogy and centrel of 
ef an important native pest of field crops and pastures, the black soil 
scarab, Othnenius batesii. Larvae of this scarab beetle characteristi- 
cally infest pastures and crop plants growing in black soils and their 
depredations have been shown by Bourke te be responsible indirectly 
fer the development and spread a the serisus weed pest, Mint weed. 


Mr. C.E. Chadwick, systematic entomologist in the 
Entomology Branch of the N.S.W. Department of Agriculture, was 
involved in a car accident recently at Kempsey, as a result of which ~ 
he suffered a painful cass to his shoulder and seme abrasions and 
shock. 


Mr, Chadwick spent seme six months overseas last year 
on long service leave when he took the eppertunity te visit Museums 
in the United Kingdom, Europe and U.S.A., with special reference to 
his particular interest in the distribution and taxonomy of the 
Curculionidae of economic importance. 


Mr. A. Neboiss has been appointed Curator of Insects, 
Jational Museum of Victeria, as frem 24/6/1964. 


Mr, Charles King, Bush Street, Windser, Brisbane, recently 
seld his insect collection te the Bishep Museum, Honolulu. It 
includes fine series of Aenetus (Hepialidae — most of them reared by 
Mr. King) and of Ornithoptera (Papilionidas), an extensive cellection 
of other lepideptera from various parts ef the werld, aud a series 
of Phalacregnathus muelleri Macl.. (lucanidae). 


Dr. R. Kumar, after successfully completing the requirements 
fer a Ph.D. degree, has left the Department of Entomology, University 
of Queensland, for a lecturing position in the University of Ghana, 
He has been working on the comparative morphelegy, bielegy and 
immature stages of Hetereptera, with particular reference to the 
higher classification of the Pemtatomomerpha. These researches 
have already resulted im a series of papers and Dr. Kumar intends to 
extend his werk in this field in Africa and in Imdia whem he later 
returns there. On his way to Ghana he will make a brief stay in 
Delhi te visit his family. While im Brisbame, Dr. Kumar has been 
a Tutor in International House, recently established as a residential 
College of the University fer overseas and Australian students. 


MOSQUITO COURSES FOR HEALTH INSPECTORS 


At the request of the Health Inspectors Association of 
Australia, Queenslamd Branch, the Department of Entomelogy, University 
ef Queensland, has arranged three two-week courses in Trapping and 
Identification of Mesquitees te be run in the Department at St. Lucia 
17-28 January, and 1-11 February, and in the Department of Zoolegy, 
Townsville 16-27 May, 1966. These are designed for health inspectors 
dealing with common pest mosquitess in Queensland and will be 
conducted by Dr. E.N. Marks, Senior Research Officer, National Mosquito 
Contrel Committee. The St. lucia ceurses will include lectures and 
demonstrations by Dr. G.H.S. Hoeper on insecticides, by Dr. E.J. Reye 
on the ecology of salt water habitats in relation to biting midges, and 
by Me. HA. Standfast, Queensland Institute ef Medical Research, on 
trapping adult mesquitees. , : 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


147 Worenora Crescent, 
Come West. N.S.W. 


Dear Sir, 


New Lecality ef the Alpine Skipper 


Oreisplanus munionga Olliff 1690 


In 1890 Olliff described a mew alpine butterfly frem Mt. 
Kesciuske in the preceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales. 


A perusal of specimens in the Waterhouse Collection in 
the Australian Museum disclosed four lecalities where it dees eccur. 


1) Mt. St. Bernard, Vic. Alps, 

2) Mt. Kesciuske, N.S.Wo, 

3 Blundelis, A.C.Te, 

4 Jenolan Caves, N.S.W. (ene specimen). 


In February, 1958, Mr. Ko Fairy and Mr. D. Sands 
collected a series of specimens from the Summit on the Jenelan Caves 
road at an elevation of 4,150 ft. It would be a fair supposition 
to presume that the "“Jenolam Caves” specimen in the Australian Museum 
was collected at a similar altitude as the food plant dees not appear 
to be at the lower elevation at Caves House. 


During 1960 this area abeve 4,000 ft. was completely 
cleared and burnt sever for the Digering ef Pinus radiata by the Forestry 
Commission of N.S.W. thus destroying the native flora and replacing it 


with a pine forest environment. 


Om 6th March, 1965, I cellected a series of this butterfly 
in the swamps on the north eastern edge of the Boyd River where it 
cresses the Kanangra Walls Read. The food plant ef the larvae was found 
growing in the swampy areas, and a reugh census proved that quite a large 
colony existed here. — 


The Boyd River Area is now the neorthern-most limit of its 
known range and this also makes this area unique im the narrow 
distribution of this insect. 


Further investigation ef this area has shown that it is one 
ef the few places in New South Wales outside the Snowy mountains area 
that supports a true Alpine insect population. 
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At all costs I feel that the western boundary ef the preposed 
Kanangra-Boyd National Park should be extended to west by 2-3 miles to 
preserve for all time theses alpiwe and subalpine ecosystems. 


Yours faithfully, 


Leouard S. Willan 


REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE 


Five Executive Meetings and one Officers Meeting were held be- 
tween 17th August and 2nd November. Im addition there has been 
opportunity for meetings between the President and Vice President 
and between each of these officers and the Bulletin Editor. 


Besides establishment of routine administrative procedures, 
the principal business and decisions of Executive meetings were as 
follows: 


Meetings. Alli Officers may attend Executive meetings. ‘This has 
already preved its value, making advice and wider discussion directly 
available to the Executive and keeping other officers ew AOR 
ef the Society's business, 


Address, While its Eesiigtartere are im Brisbane, the official 


address of the Society will be C/- Department of Entomology, 
University of Queensland, St. lucia, Brisbane, Letters to the 


Secretary may be addressed to him C/— Department of Primary 
Industries, William ‘Street, Brisbane, robe 


Membership. Wine new members were elected, bringing the total 
foundation membership to two hundred and ninety four. 


During 1965, no nominations will be rejected because 


the nominers are not financial, provided wy have Signified their 
aa ae to" psi “the pues ; 


Affiliated Societies: The Entomological sacieey of Giiédee tana" and — 
the Royal Zoological Society of N.S.W. were admitted te affiliation 
with the Society. 


ROE PS ‘us under Wands 10 of Provisional Constitution. 
‘Applications by student members for remissions will be censidered on 
their BAS, cut BEEN be made ay the ee Oe each yeas. 


Pt) “Westen ae retire, or have ered et rea F from active 
employment may apply for remissions (er be nominated for them by a 
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member through the Regional Couwnciller) making their Annual 
Subscription (a) £1.10. 0. (3 dellars) for those wishing te receive 
the Journal or (b) 10, 0. (1 dollar) for those not desiring the 
Journal. In general these remissions will be granted only te 
older members whe have given distinguished service to entomology. 


The Executive prepeses to imvite some distinguished 
Australian entomologists, who had retired before the Seciety was 
formed, to join it at these subscription rates. 


Fimance. Subscriptions fall due em lst January and cover a 
calendar year, but for auditing purpeses the Financial Year will 
end om 30 June. 


Up te 2 November, 166 subscriptions fer 1965 and 9 
advance subscriptions were received, and £20 disbursed fer Petty 
Cash. 


By-Laws were drafted and circulated te Officers and Ceuncil. 
After a trial peried they will bse promulgated. 


Provisional Council, Regional Councillers have been elected 
fer all states and Councillers appointed by affiliated Societies. 
Members in Northern Territery and Territory of Papua and New 
Guimea agreed to cembine for the purpose of appointing a joint 
representative on Council, ' 


Lecal Activities. An advisery statement was prepared and appears 
elsewhere in this Bulletin. ‘ 


News Bulletin. Mr. C.N. Smithers was appointed Bulletin Editer. 
Preduction costs were investigated and scope, fermat and other 
matters concerning the Bulletin were discussed at length, Miss S. 
Curtis was invited ts design the cever. 


Publicity. A statement on the foundation amd aims of the Society 
has been submitted te The Australian Journal of Science and to 
preminent entomological and scientific journals threughout the 
werld. = Bete : 


Affiliation with ANZAAS has been sought. 


_ Annual General Meeting, Melbourme, January 1967. A tentative 


programme, drawn up at the Officers’ meeting, was submitted te 
the Section D Committee of ANZAAS. Mr. T.W. Hegan was appeinted 
this Seciety's representative on the Section D Committee. 


Journal, The Officers meeting decided that the Seciety should be 
in a pesition to commence publication of its Journal in 1967. It 
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appointed the Vice President to open negotiations with the Entomological 
Society of Queensland on the possibility of a merger with its Journal, 
te continue it, without change in Volume number sequence, under the 
title "Journal of the Australian Entomological Society (formerly 
Journal of the Entomological Society ef Queensland)". 


